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TYPICAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW SERVICES 
 Provide regulatory advice in connection with remediation of hazardous 

substance and petroleum contamination, including cleanups before local, 

state and federal agencies    

 Advise clients on brownfield transactions, voluntary cleanups, and 

redevelopment of contaminated properties    

 Counsel clients regarding property portfolio management, exit strategies, 

plant closures, demolition and re-use    

 Represent clients in permitting, enforcement proceedings, multi-party 

Superfund proceedings and litigation of cost recovery claims    

 Provide proactive compliance counseling (solid and hazardous waste, 

clean air, clean water, community right-to-know) and assist clients with 

compliance audits    

 Prepare and negotiate contracts for design and implementation of 

environmental clean-up programs for asbestos, mold, lead-based paint 

and hazardous waste, including soil and groundwater contamination, and 

underground tanks    

 Analyze sustainability efforts including product life cycle, recycling, and 

supply chain analysis.    

 Counsel on solid waste handling requirements on construction and 

environmental sites    

 Assist with green infrastructure projects and prepare the contracts 

required to carry out those projects    

 Address issues in waterfront development and prepare analyses relating 

to sea level rise and impact on waterfront properties, including maritime 

industry development, waste water treatment plants, transit systems, and 

roadways as well as a review of the impact of sea level rise on hazardous 

waste clean ups such as those which may be required at the Gowanus 

Canal and Newtown Creek properties 

 

Environmental Law Practice 

John E. Osborn P.C.’s environmental law 

practice focuses on the representation of 

public and private owners and developers 

in real estate and corporate transactions; 

problems encountered during construction 

and renovation; and large scale brownfield 

and environmental cleanup projects.     

 

Our environmental attorneys seamlessly 

collaborate with our construction attorneys 

to create an effective team to address 

each of the issues anticipated during the 

construction, renovation and remediation 

processes. Some of the issues frequently 

encountered relate to asbestos, lead based 

paint, mold, underground tanks, and historic 

fill containing contaminants.    

 

The Firm’s environmental attorneys are 

detail-oriented, troubleshooters and team 

players who are adept and effective at 

managing unanticipated problems. Their 

in-depth familiarity with environmental laws 

and regulations and their understanding of 

the perspectives of government agencies 

and professionals in related fields allows 

them to bridge gaps in communication 

and to achieve practical solutions. Our 

attorneys are skilled at focusing on objectives 

and building an effective team with the 

skills and expertise needed to reach 

resolution of complex technical and legal 

issues.   
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MANAGEMENT OF EXCAVATED MATERIALS 
Based on many years of experience helping clients with construction projects, 

we have developed a program for planning and managing site-preparation 

activities in a way that can avoid significant cost overruns associated with 

handling of soils and construction and demolition debris.  Our services 

include assistance with: 

 Due diligence on site conditions. 

 Assembly of a qualified technical team appropriate for the project. 

 Preparation of contract specifications governing management and off-site 

disposal of excavated materials (defining the roles and authority of key 

contract parties).   

 Planning the excavation, including the identification of all site-preparation 

activities involving the movement of soils (excavation for foundations, 

utilities, etc.), evaluation of site constraints, on- and off-site management 

options, scheduling considerations. 

 Permitting and regulatory considerations for excavation, grading or re-

distribution of soils on-site, dewatering and stormwater management. 

 Pre-disposal analysis of soils, collection of data necessary to facilitate 

pre-qualification of soils for disposal. 

 Evaluation of soil management methods to minimize cost and liability 

(layered excavation, segregation of materials, screening and sizing, 

stockpiling). 

 Criteria for selection of off-site soil management facilities and due 

diligence regarding candidate facilities. 

 Development of disposal contracts. 

 Tracking, recordkeeping, and contractor integrity issues. 
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SELECTED ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REPRESENTATIONS 

Complex Phase I Environmental Issues Addressed in Refinancing 
Auto Dealership Property    

A Westchester auto dealership applied to refinance its property and the lender required 

a Phase I environmental investigation at the borrower's expense. The lender required 

that all issues raised by the report be remedied before approving the refinancing. John 

E. Osborn P.C. was retained to oversee the implementation of the Phase I 

environmental investigation and then to review the findings with the lender's attorneys. 

Complicated issues relating to hydraulic lifts (governed by USEPA laws and 

regulations relating to underground injection control systems), asbestos, underground 

tanks, and potential ground water contamination were addressed effectively, and 

environmental impediments to the loan process were cleared.  

Restaurateur Purchases Former Dry Cleaning Site With Spotty 
History  

A Manhattan bar and restaurant proprietor signed a contract to purchase property near 

Restaurant Row. The purchaser  had not focused on its prior use as a dry cleaning 

establishment.  After perchloroethylene ("perc") was discovered in dry wells beneath 

the building, the deal was believed to be dead.  John E. Osborn P.C. was successful in 

negotiating significant concessions and protections, which allowed the deal to go 

forward at a significant discount to the client.  

Mold Problem Solved in New Operating Room  

When mold growth appeared on the walls of an operating room in a newly constructed 

health care facility, John E. Osborn P.C. brought in an environmental consultant to 

determine the cause and to eliminate the mold.  The source of the mold was 

eliminated, the mold was abated, the walls were removed and replaced, and the 

project proceeded without further incident.  

John E. Osborn P.C. Assists Operation Clean House: Asbestos 
Re-Inspection of New York City Schools  

When the New York City School Construction Authority and the New York City Board 

of Education's Inspectors General uncovered information that cast doubt on the 

accuracy of the federally mandated AHERA asbestos inspections carried out in the 

1980's, the Board of Education retained an environmental consultant in 1993 to re-

inspect all of the City's 1,069 school buildings. John E. Osborn P.C. was retained by 

the environmental consultant to assist in developing the strategy to successfully carry 

out this assignment and to assure appropriate legal and financial protection. We were 

chosen for this assignment based on our Firm's credentials in training asbestos 

designers, contractors and workers for a five-year period at New York University 

through licensing courses mandated by Federal, State and local laws. We were also 

chosen for our Firm's in-depth knowledge of the asbestos abatement industry and our 

participation as a presenter before the National Asbestos Council (now known as the 

Environmental Information Association - EIA).  

 


