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The Hotel Engineers Association of New York Inc. (“HEANY”) Holds 
Emergency Preparedness Program at the New Yorker Hotel 

On Wednesday, October 9th  2013, the Hotel Engineers Association of New York Inc. (“HEANY”) 
presented, “Enforcement and Compliance with the New NYC Fire Safety Plan Requirements” at 
the New Yorker Hotel. The program followed up the group’s March 2012 update on the New 
York City Fire Code. The program featured Scott Geraghty, Area Vice President/General 

Manager, Ritz Carlton, Ken Samuelsen, President & Founder, Safety Planning Group, and Captain 

Joseph Evangelista, of the Fire Department of New York and the Director, Emergency Planning and 

Preparedness Group, Bureau of Fire Prevention. John E. Osborn, Esq., General Counsel to HEANY 

and Partner, John E. Osborn P.C., served as the program moderator. Each panelist offered insights 
on the best ways for hotels to implement and adhere to the new requirements. As Captain 
Evangelista noted, “The goal is to help hotels adopt the code quickly and economically without 
any angst.” 

 



Program Highlights:  

Web Tools The FDNY website has posted tools which can be used to assist hotels to meet code 
requirements. The website includes examples of what the FDNY needs to see in order to approve 
your safety measures. Captain Evangelista noted that hotel staff can access the website to create 
their own documents for approval, an action which had to be completed by a professional in the 
past. Captain Evangelista mentioned that an educational video tutorial is in the works. Please visit 
the following link for more information: 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/units/fire_prevention/fsp_info.shtml 

Floor Plans: Keep It Simple Mr. Samuelsen stressed the importance of making uncomplicated 
blueprints and riser diagrams. He noted that the goal is to ensure that first responders to an 
emergency can quickly and easily understand the location of exits and potential obstructions. 
Captain Evangelista agreed with this point and stated that, “The FDNY isn’t looking for floor 
plans that are up to code. They are interested in what you have in the building.” The floor plans 
are ultimately used by the Fire Department to swiftly develop a plan of action; therefore, accuracy 
and clarity are essential.  

Inform Your Group “We need to do a better job educating everybody – all teams - as to why the 
code exists,” Mr. Geraghty stated. He emphasized that all hotel employees need to be briefed on 
the fire code and why it is important, so that when an emergency occurs; hotel staff can 
confidently and quickly react.  

Onsite Exam A new comprehensive onsite test is required for Fire Safety Director Certification. 
The exam is more challenging than the prior version and includes generic questions about 
procedures, site specific questions, and “mandatories.” If mandatory questions are answered 
incorrectly, the test taker will automatically fail the exam.   

Beyond Fire Emergencies Captain Evangelista reminded the audience that fires are not the only 
emergencies to occur and encouraged the audience to think more broadly. While an updated fire 
code is still being developed, Captain Evangelista anticipates that in the next revision a Fire and 
Life Safety Director will be required.  

Mixed Use Buildings The panel examined the unique challenge of mixed-use buildings and 
observed that there are many ways that these buildings are difficult because there are various 
tenants in the building who often do not communicate with each other. Captain Evangelista 
suggested that in the future there should be joint fire drills for all occupants – including 
mercantile, residential and commercial. 

The Process The panel reminded the audience that in 2008 when the fire code was first updated, 
the code had remained unchanged for 40 years. The Fire Code is now part of the International 
Code Council, which requires that the code be updated every three years. Captain Evangelista 
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discussed the creation and implementation of codes with the audience and how long it might take 
for updates to be developed and enforced. He noted that after the FDNY develops the code 
requirements (which includes several revisions), the City of New York ultimately needs time to 
create the “nuts and bolts” of how to carry out the code. The code may also require new 
certifications and certification procedures will take time to develop. After that, time must be 
allowed for certification exams to be taken. Captain Evangelista stated, “Nothing will happen 
overnight but being a part of HEANY helps you to stay connected.” 

HEANY presents programs quarterly on topics of interest to hotel engineers and managers 
such as energy, fire code, elevator codes and sustainability. HEANY’s mission is to assist engineers 
and general managers throughout the Metropolitan New York Area to keep them up to date on 
the latest developments in engineering, legislation, technology and issues relating to the physical 
plant of the hotel.  

If you are employed by a hotel or private club, you are eligible to participate without 
charge. If you do not work for a hotel or club, you can participate by becoming a sponsor and 
making an annual contribution.  For more information, please contact Sarah Berman, who serves 
as the Executive Director, at sberman@bermangrp.com, or visit the organization’s website at 
www.hotelengineers.org. 
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