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Green Shovel presenters and awardees, top row from left to right: Ken Daly, Kevin McCarty, Jody Kass, Jim Tripp, 
Eric Bluestone, bottom row from left to right: Lawrence Feldman, John E. Osborn, Sarah Berman, Dan Walsh, 
Howard Tollin.  
 

On Thursday, January 31, 2013 the NPCR (“New Partners for Community Revitalization”) 

honored John E. (“Jack”) Osborn, Esq. with a Green Shovel Award for Partnership in Community 

Revitalization at their 5th Annual Brownfields Forum, “New Connections,” at the National Grid 

headquarters in Brooklyn. The program featured panel discussions and examined the latest hot topics 

such as Brownfield Opportunity Areas (“BOA”) and green energy, brownfield financial incentives and the 

role of BOAs in post-Hurricane Sandy recovery and re-building efforts. Cesar A. Perales, New York 

Secretary of State, delivered the keynote speech. Other honorees included Sarah Berman, The Berman 

Group, and Daniel C. Walsh, Ph.D., Director, New York Office of Environmental Remediation.  

In his acceptance speech Jack Osborn discussed the role of the NPCR in the community. “NPCR’s 

vision and value are clear,” Jack Osborn stated, “when it comes to the complex urban issues, which 

influence and shape the very future of communities, the organization is uniquely positioned to weigh in, 

honestly and objectively, on public policy issues, to continue to encourage innovation and to serve as an 

incubator for new ideas to foster environmental justice while encouraging development.”  

Jack Osborn emphasized that the NPCR is truly “ahead of the curve”, as the NPCR convened a 

forum in May 2012, months before Hurricane Sandy, at the NYU Wagner School of Public Policy in New 

York City to discuss private sector concerns, risk management and the regulatory aspects of waterfront 

development relating to the impact of sea level rise and severe weather conditions.  The forum was 

attended by Congressional staff members, New York City officials and businesses based on the 

waterfront in Brownfield Opportunity Areas.  Jack spoke at the May 2012 conference about waterfront 

properties and noted in his presentation that while businesses located on the waterfront are vibrant 

companies, there must be an awareness of the potential damage brought about by sea level rise. 



Jack Osborn has been an active member of the NPCR over the past three years, and Mark C. 

Pennington, Esq., the head of John E. Osborn P.C.’s Environmental Law Practice, is a member of the 

NPCR’s Board of Directors. 

 


