
 
 
 
 

John E. Osborn, Esq. Participates in Dialogue About PlaNYC with 
Visionary Artist, Mary Miss 
 
On March 13, 2013, John Osborn, in his roles as an attorney, professor and green public policy advocate, 
participated in a spirited and interactive dialogue before 100 attendees at A Blade of Grass forum called 
Parallel Fields.  Joining Mr. Osborn in the discussion was artist, Mary Miss whose project, Broadway:  
1,000 Steps, is a bold initiative to transform Broadway into a “green corridor,” bringing citizens  with 
diverse skills and resources together to shape the structure of the City they live in so that it can become 
more sustainable and environmentally conscious. During the discussion, Mr. Osborn discussed his work 
with environmental policy makers in the City as well as PlaNYC and how green space is planned, 
implemented and supported by advocacy. 
 
Mr. Osborn expressed his own passion for the “roadmap” provided by the City’s PlaNYC 2030, which, 
among other things, would reduce the City’s carbon foot print by 30% by the year 2030, set new 
directions for addressing storm water runoff, allow the City’s Office of Environmental Remediation to 
oversee brownfields developments instead of waiting for the State to act, work aggressively to measure 
and reduce energy consumption and develop strategies and make reasoned and timely decisions to 
guard New York City from the devastating impact of sea level rise. 
 
Mr. Osborn also praised A Blade of Grass’ mission of heightening awareness of issues so critical to the 
quality of day to day life in New York City as the City’s population continues to increase, with the 
anticipation that the City’s population will be over 9 million by 2030.  He also noted that New York has 
now restored all of the jobs lost by the Great Recession of 2008-2009 (and even added more). He 
recognized that the City’s leadership must reinvest the proceeds of its successes in job and population 
growth in critical social and transportation infrastructure.  The program was part of a “participation 
based” discussion series which pairs an artist and non-artist whose work is similar and encourages the 
audience to evaluate the points where their missions intersect and diverge.  
 
Deborah Fisher, Executive Director, A Blade of Grass, served as the moderator of the program and 
Shelley Levine, Founder and Chair of A Blade of Grass, who also founded the Rubin Museum of Art of 
the New York City with her husband in2004, introduced the panelists and program. A Blade of Grass’ 
mission is to provide artists with the tools to create and exhibit art that engages the public and 
promotes social change.  
 
For more information on Mary Miss, please visit the following website: 
http://www.marymiss.com/index_.html 
 
For more information about the Blade of Grass, please visit their website at: 
http://www.abladeofgrass.org/ 
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